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The NOVA Centre on Business, Human Rights and the Environment
(NOVA BHRE) is pleased to present its Annual Report, outlining the
Centre’s activities and achievements throughout 2025.

Over the years, the work undertaken by NOVA BHRE and its
members has contributed to shaping laws, policies, and guidance at
national and European levels.
Through sustained engagement with policymakers, companies, civil
society organisations, and international institutions, the NOVA BHRE
has continued to advance rigorous, practice-oriented knowledge on
corporate sustainability and responsible business conduct.

In 2025, this mission was reflected in a particularly dynamic and
impactful year. NOVA BHRE played a central role in fostering high-
level policy dialogue on the national transposition of the Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD) and on legal
uncertainties arising from the EU Omnibus package.
This included the organisation of a dedicated policymaker workshop
at NOVA School of Law, in partnership with BIICL and KU Leuven,
bringing together policymakers and experts from across five
continents, and the co-authoring of a comparative study on CSDDD
transposition for the Belgian Ministry of Economy.
Together, these initiatives contributed concrete, evidence-based
guidance on legislative design, enforcement, and coherence within
EU and national legal frameworks.
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The societal relevance and quality of NOVA BHRE’s research agenda
were further recognised in 2025 through the award of the NOVA
School of Law Excellence and Social Impact Prize to its Director,
Claire Bright.

The NOVA BHRE members published a wide range of high-impact
academic and practitioner-oriented outputs, including a special
issue of the Business and Human Rights Journal, an introductory
book on business and human rights, authoritative guidance for the
UN Global Compact France on Business and Affected Communities,
and peer-reviewed scholarship advancing justice-oriented
approaches to human rights due diligence.

Throughout the year, the NOVA BHRE also contributed actively to
major international research projects on just transition and
responsible business conduct, including initiatives focused on
extractive industries, EU–Africa relations, and corporate conduct in
conflict-affected and high-risk areas. These projects reinforced the
Centre’s commitment to interdisciplinary, comparative, and policy-
relevant research.

Capacity-building and awareness-raising remained a core pillar of
the NOVA BHRE’s work. Members participated in dozens of
international conferences and high-level fora, including COP30, the
Web Summit, and the UN Forum on Business and Human Rights.
The Centre delivered its annual executive course on ESG due
diligence and reporting, as well as specialised trainings for academic,
governmental, and professional audiences, translating complex legal
and policy developments into practical guidance.
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The NOVA BHRE also contributed to the development of institutional
toolkits aimed at supporting companies in the effective
implementation of business and human rights standards,  including
the Toolbox on Business and Human Rights developed by the
Belgian Federal Institute for Sustainable Development with the
support of the Council of Europe, by clarifying what is expected of
companies under the legal framework and translating due diligence
and reporting obligations into practical, actionable guidance.

Finally, in 2025 NOVA BHRE continued to advance responsible
contracting practices in global supply chains, notably through its
contribution to the Responsible Contracting Project and the
development of European Model Clauses for responsible and
sustainable supply chains, as well as through direct engagement
with companies and policymakers.
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DIRECTION

ADVISORY BOARD

Heidi Hautala
Former Vice-President of the

European Parliament 

The NOVA BHRE team is made up of members from over
12 nationalities across 6 continents.

Robert McCorquodale
Emeritus Professor and Member of
the UN Working Group on Business

and Human Rights

Bernardo Ivo Cruz
Visiting Professor and Former

Portuguese Secretary of State for
Internalization

Andrea Shemberg
Business and Human Rights

Consultant

Emmanuel Umpula Nkumba
Executive Director of African

Natural Resources Watch
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MEMBERS OF THE NOVA BHRE

Research Associates in the PhD Programme

Ali Ahmed Palh
PhD candidate, Research Associate

Céline Graça Pires
PhD candidate, Research Associate

Maria Miguel Oliveira
PhD candidate, Research Associate

Luiza Rocha
PhD candidate, Research Associate

Gabriel Araujo
PhD candidate, Research Associate

Cynthia Portawelski
PhD candidate, Research Associate



Research Associates in the Masters Programme

Research Assistants in the Undergraduate Programme
2025/2026

Luís Sena
Master’s Student, Research Associate

Melissa Hernández
Master’s Student, Research Associate

Malindi Assubuji
Master’s Student, Research Associate

Monica Ndoen
Master’s Student, Research Associate

Aranxa Parra
Master’s Student, Research Associate

Beatriz Russell
Undergraduate Student, Research Assistant

Maria Kaizeler
Undergraduate Student, Research Assistant

Ved Bagoandas
Undergraduate Student, Research Assistant



Visiting scholars and researchers

Angelica Bonfanti
Associate Professor in International Law

& Head of Studies of the Master
Programme in Sustainable Development
at the Law Faculty of the Universitity of

Milan

Anaïs Tobalagba
Human Rights Lawyer & Natural

Resources Lead at Beyond Human
Rights Compliance (BHRC)

Björn Fasterling
Professor of Law and Business Ethics at

EDHEC Business School



PRIZES & AWARDS

The societal relevance of NOVA BHRE’s research agenda was recognised
through the award of the NOVA School of Law Excellence and Social
Impact Prize, funded by Jurisnova, and awarded to our Director, Claire
Bright, in February 2025.

The Professor Doutor Carlos Ferreira de Almeida Prize was awarded to our
Research Associate Maria Miguel Oliveria da Silva, recognising outstanding
academic performance in the taught phase of the PhD in Law, specialising in
Private Law, at NOVA School of Law.
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OUR ACTIVITIES

RESEARCH PROJECTS

The NOVA BHRE Centre has been actively involved various research
projects, including the following ones:

The NOVA BHRE co-authored the study on the operational implementation
and transposition in Belgium of the EU Corporate Sustainability Due
Diligence Directive for the Belgian Ministry of Economy. Drawing on desk-
based research and expert consultations, the study combined comparative
legal analyses across jurisdictions with concrete, practice-oriented guidance
on legislative design choices, enforcement mechanisms, and coherence
with existing Belgian and EU legal frameworks.

NOVA BHRE is coordinating the Erasmus+ Project ‘Corporate Respect for
Human Rights in Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (CAHRA)’. The
project addresses the urgent need for robust Human Rights Due Diligence
(HRDD) implementation by companies operating in or sourcing from areas
facing conflict. The objective is to build the capacity of Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs) in Colombia and Ukraine, enabling them to act as
sustainable regional hubs for HRDD training and expertise.

NOVA BHRE is participating in the Jean Monnet Policy Network NEAR-ER
(EU–Africa relations), which advances knowledge, fosters informed policy
debate, and strengthens academic cooperation between Europe and Africa.
Master's student and Research Associate of the NOVA BHRE, Malindi
Assubuji participated as a speaker in the AFRIPAL Inaugural conference in
which she gave one of the initial speeches and reflected on the inclusion
and participation of the Global South, particularly of Africa, in the
development of the CSDDD, through a post-colonial perspective on
development and Africa-Europe relations.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/malindi-assubuji/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/malindi-assubuji/


Malindi also presented a paper at the AFRIPAL conference on the topic
“Could Transnational Legislation help Africa prepare for the CSDDD?” which
was followed by an enriching discussion on the need to decolonize BHR and
development in order to promote sustainable development for both regions.
In addition, PhD researcher and Research Associate of the NOVA BHRE Luiza
Rocha took part in the NEAR-ER Annual Conference in Rabat, Morocco with a
presentation on: “Power and Partnership in Transition: Rethinking North
Africa-Europe Green Energy Alliances through a Business and Human Rights
Lens.”

Claire Bright was appointed as a member of the Academic Advisory Board
for a project led by Professor Karin Buhmann called FRONTIERS that
examines practices in the mining sector and the role of institutional
investors in shaping industry conduct and impacts.

In September 2025, the NOVA BHRE, together with the Responsible
Business Contracting Project and fellow members of the European
Working Group on European Model Clauses (EMCs) for Responsible and
Sustainable Supply Chains, were at the European Commission to present
their work on HREDD-aligned contracts.
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NOVA BHRE participated in the research project “Challenges of the
European Energy Transition: Human Rights, Responsible Business
Conduct, and Socio-Environmental Conflicts in the Global South
(ICI023/23/000001)”, funded by the Catalan International Institute for Peace
and coordinated by Daniel Iglesias Márquez. 

In October 2025, Luiza Rocha presented the core ideas of her PhD
project, “Corporate Accountability in a Transboundary Green
Transition: Enforcing Due Diligence Law in Global Supply Chains
from Lessons of Latin American Courts,” as part of the SPEED
seminar series coordinated by Veronica Corcodel.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/daniel-iglesias/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/luiza-rocha/
https://novalaw.unl.pt/veronica-corcodel/


Awareness-raising and capacity building activities

The NOVA BHRE has, over the year and throughout 2025, been
actively engaged in promoting awareness-raising and capacity

building activities with companies, governments, and civil society
organizations, with a view to fostering a thorough understanding of

both the theory and practice of corporate human rights and
environmental due diligence.

The initiatives include, inter alia:

Trainings and specialised courses

Ana Santos Duarte, Laura Íñigo Álvarez, Anaïs Tobalagba, Malindi
Assubuji, Luís Prata e Castro , Luiza Rocha and Gabriel Araujo participated
in the HeForShe course in March 2025, contributing to the modules on:
partnerships for the implementation of the SDGs: the role of business;
sustainable consumption, fast fashion, and the human rights implications
for the industry; and climate justice and sustainable development.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/ana-carina-duarte/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/laura-inigo-alvarez/
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Between April and June, NOVA BHRE held the second edition of its
Executive Course on ESG Reporting and Due Diligence (in
Portuguese). The course was coordinated by Claire Bright and Lucila de
Almeida and featured academics, business professionals, NGO
representatives, and policymakers. 

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
https://novalaw.unl.pt/lucila-de-almeida/
https://novalaw.unl.pt/lucila-de-almeida/


In June 2025, the NOVA BHRE took part in the BHR Summer School, as
Celine da Graça Pires delivered a session, together with Elisa Dencheva
on ‘Stakeholder engagement in due diligence’, and Claire Bright and
Angelica Bonfanti co-delivered a session on 'Protection of Human
Rights Throughout the Value Chain: HRDD-aligned contracts'.

Claire Bright delivered a course on Business and Human Rights to the
students of the Master's degree in Human Rights and Conflict
Management in June 2025 at the Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna in Pisa. 

In July 2025, the NOVA BHRE took part in the executive training on
Business and Human Rights (Programa sobre Derechos Humanos y
Empresas) organized by Miguel Ángel Barboza López in Bogotá and
which included civil society, government representatives, and
businesses. Claire Bright co-taught an online session with Markus
Krajewski on “Trends in Human Rights Due Diligence Regulation: The
European Experience and Its Influence in Latin America.” 

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/celine-da-graca-pires/
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In September 2025, the NOVA BHRE took part in the 3rd Central and
Eastern Europe & Central Asian Summer Academy on Business and
Human Rights. The session, delivered by Claire Bright focused on access
to remedy, exploring judicial, non-judicial and company-based grievance
mechanisms.

In November 2025, the NOVA BHRE contributed to the Executive
Training on Business and Human Rights: Tools for Responsible
Management, organised by Elisa Giuliani within the Rebalance
Democracy and Capitalism programme. Our Director, Claire Bright,
delivered a practice-oriented session on the evolving legal framework in
Business and Human Rights, highlighting key regulatory developments
and practical implications for companies aiming to embed responsible
conduct at the core of their operations.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
https://elisagiuliani.it/
https://rebalanceproject.org/
https://rebalanceproject.org/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/


Capacity Building Activities

The NOVA BHRE contributed to the Toolbox on Business and Human
Rights developed by the Belgian Federal Institute for Sustainable
Development with the support of the Council of Europe, notably by
clarifying what is expected of companies under the business and human
rights legal framework and translating due diligence and reporting
obligations into practical, actionable guidance.

https://www.business-humanrights.be/
https://www.business-humanrights.be/


Laura Íñigo Álvarez (2025): “Improving the Effectiveness of National
Contact Points: Issues of Legitimacy and Accessibility” in Improving the
Effectiveness of Non-Judicial Mechanisms under the OECD National
Contact Points: Issues of Legitimacy and Accessibility, Switzerland:
Springer, 2025. 

Maria Miguel Oliveira da Silva and Jorge Morais Carvalho (2025):
"Consumer Protection in the Fashion Industry from an EU Perspective" in
The Handbook of Fashion Law, co-edited by Eleonora Rosati and Irene
Calboli.

PUBLICATIONS

The publications of the NOVA BHRE include the following:

Scientific articles in internationally recognised journals
and book chapters

https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MTAmZD1pNGE5ejNh.ktlbe8GSYy0WW8Mv67WacenwSk65kt4i0Hv9ZXUBA9k
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-75717-4_7
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-75717-4_7
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MTgmZD10N2sybTN3.GAvs1WeBmJPFaOtoXqazoAsyXU7fpcC0iiYFZgB8RdM
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MTkmZD10NW4zbzli.2Rc3Npsx2XC2Tml7YHLuhnoXWDlo-NotV-cCzM36bBQ
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-handbook-of-fashion-law-9780198938897


Céline da Graça Pires, UN Global Compact France's Guide, "Entreprises-
communautés affectées" (French version) / “Business and Affected
Communities" (English version), (2025).

The launch of the English version of the Guide took place during the UN
Global Compact Networking Reception, held as a side event of the UN
Forum on Business and Human Rights in Geneva, and focused on how
companies can engage communities in a meaningful way at a time when
conflict, climate pressure, and rising inequalities are reshaping
expectations for responsible business conduct.
The guide offers practical tools and real field examples from companies,
communities, Indigenous Peoples, and civil society experts.

Claire Bright,  Damilola Olawuyi, Samentha Goethals, and Qaraman Hasan
(eds.), Beyond Just Transition: Advancing Responsible and Rights-Based
Business Practices in the Energy and Extractives Sector, Special Issue of
the Business and Human Rights Journal, 9 May 2025.

The Special Issue features interdisciplinary contributions examining the
human rights and governance dimensions of the clean energy transition.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/celine-da-graca-pires/
https://pactemondial.org/base_documentaire/guide-entreprises-communautes-affectees/
https://pactemondial.org/base_documentaire/guide-entreprises-communautes-affectees/
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Claire Bright, Samentha Goethals, Towards a Justice-Oriented Human
Rights Due Diligence Approach for Migrant Labor, 0(0) Business & Society
(2025).

Laura Íñigo Álvarez, ‘La esclavitud moderna en las cadenas de suministro
globales: desarrollos normativos a nivel europeo’, in Gonçalo de Almeida
Ribeiro, Estudos em Homenagem ao Conselheiro Presidente João
Caupers - Volume II, Almedina, November 2025, pp. 183-204.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00076503251392161
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https://www.almedina.net/estudos-em-homenagem-ao-conselheiro-presidente-joao-caupers-vol-i-1761573671.html
https://www.almedina.net/estudos-em-homenagem-ao-conselheiro-presidente-joao-caupers-vol-i-1761573671.html


Policy Reports

Claire Bright, Jasmine Elliott, Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga, Huib Huyse,
Axel Marx, Kari Otteburn and Irene Pietropaoli, Policy Brief -
Implementing the CSDDD: Lessons Learnt from the Comparative
Experiences, BIICL, July 2025.

Claire Bright, Jasmine Elliott, Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga, Huib Huyse,
Axel Marx, Kari Otteburn and Irene Pietropaoli, Policy Brief - Overcoming
Transposition Challenges of the CSDDD, Some Best Practices, BIICL, July
2025.

Claire Bright, Jasmine Elliott, Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga, Huib Huyse,
Axel Marx, Kari Otteburn and Irene Pietropaoli, Policy Brief -
Accompanying Measures, BIICL, July 2025.

Claire Bright, Jasmine Elliott, Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga, Huib Huyse,
Axel Marx, Kari Otteburn and Irene Pietropaoli, Complete Policy Brief -
Transposing the CSDDD: Navigating Legal Uncertainties amidst the
Omnibus proposal and Implementation Challenges, BIICL, July 2025. 

Betul Kargedik, Arnau Carracelas Expósito, Gabriel Araújo, Joana Hilzbrich,
Luís Sena, Mariana Nunes & Rodrigo Sepriano, The 2023 Update of the
OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises on Responsible Business
Conduct, OECD Policy Report (2025).

https://www.biicl.org/documents/12762_panel_1_summary_final_branded.pdf
https://www.biicl.org/documents/12762_panel_1_summary_final_branded.pdf
https://www.biicl.org/documents/12762_panel_1_summary_final_branded.pdf
https://tr.linkedin.com/in/bet%C3%BCl-karagedik%E2%9A%93-2109ba295/en
https://www.biicl.org/documents/12764_panel_2_summary_final_branded_.pdf
https://www.biicl.org/documents/12764_panel_2_summary_final_branded_.pdf
https://www.biicl.org/documents/12781_panel_3_summary_final_branded_.pdf
https://www.biicl.org/documents/12781_panel_3_summary_final_branded_.pdf
https://www.biicl.org/documents/12797_all_panel_summary_final_branded.pdf
https://www.biicl.org/documents/12797_all_panel_summary_final_branded.pdf
https://www.biicl.org/documents/12797_all_panel_summary_final_branded.pdf
https://tr.linkedin.com/in/bet%C3%BCl-karagedik%E2%9A%93-2109ba295/en
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https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/gabriel-araujo/
https://www.jthadvogados.com/team
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/luis-prata-e-castro/
https://pt.linkedin.com/in/mariana-fernandes-nunes-8a7409255
https://www.escavador.com/sobre/6233105/rodrigo-baptista-sepriano


Blog Posts

Since its creation, the NOVA BHRE has published over 200 posts on its
blog, available online here. In 2025, 15 blog posts were published, as

follows: 

Vita, Grazia Eleonora and Cerofolini, Andrea "Il caso Shell: oltre la
decisione, i principi chiave della Corte d’Appello", 10 January 2025.

Schönfelder, Daniel and Graça Pires, Céline "Mandatory human rights
and environmental due diligence in practice: key insights from France
and Germany" , 7 March 2025.

Cherviakov, Mykyta "Ethical Choices In Business: How Digital Currencies
Can Support Or Threaten Human Rights?", 17 March 2025.

Bright, Claire, “Navigating and Transposing the Corporate Sustainability
Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD) Legal, Policy and Implementation
Insights”, 28 May 2025.

Bright, Claire “The experiences of Germany and Norway on mHREDD
legislation”, 23 June 2025.

Rocha, Luiza “Modern Slavery in 2025: Overcoming Persistent Legal and
Practical Challenges in Brazil and Beyond”, 25 June 2025.

Rocha, Luiza, “The Future of North Africa-Europe Green Energy Alliances
from a Business and Human Rights Perspective.” 25th August 2025.

Groux, Elise; Miller. Patrick et. Ly. Pam “How Can Innovative Dispute
Resolution Frameworks in Human Rights and Environmental Conflicts
Deliver Success”. 25th October 2025.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/blog/
https://www.unibo.it/sitoweb/graziaeleonora.vita2/en
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/o-caso-trafigura-a-falha-no-dever-corporativo-e-estatal-de-diligencia-devida-dos-direitos-humanos/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/o-caso-trafigura-a-falha-no-dever-corporativo-e-estatal-de-diligencia-devida-dos-direitos-humanos/
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Andrea+Cerofolini%2C+Dottorando+in+Scienze+Giuridiche+presso+l%E2%80%99Universit%C3%A0+di+Bologna+e+Visiting+Researcher+presso+il+Nova+BHRE+Center+(giungo-novembre+2024)&cvid=65bd72f79cfd42ffabee99653aacfab6&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOdIBBzI4NmowajSoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/o-caso-trafigura-a-falha-no-dever-corporativo-e-estatal-de-diligencia-devida-dos-direitos-humanos/
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Araujo, Gabriel “Ponto de Contato Nacional da França recomenda
à SHEIN reformar o modelo de “ultra-fast fashion”. 25th October
2025.

Bonfanti, Angelica. Corporate Accountability in Armed Conflicts:
Challenges, Risks and Responsibilities. 10 November 2025.

Oliveira da Silva, Maria Miguel. TotalEnergies condenada por
prática de greenwashing: este é o primeiro dia do resto das nossas
vidas?. 14 November 2025.

Uvarova, Olena; Milatović, Siniša. “Human Rights vs. Competitiveness: A
False Dilemma?” – Response to Dorothée Baumann-Pauly. 17 November
2025.

Araujo, Gabriel. A Binding Treaty on Business and Human Rights: Where
Are We Now?. 27 November 2025. 

Assubuji, Malindi. The Trickle-Down Effects of the CSDDD: Towards an
African Framework on Business and Human Rights?. 04 December
2025.

Araujo, Gabriel. Looking Back at NOVA BHRE’s Fourth Annual
Conference. 08 December 2025. 
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Blog posts published by Members of the NOVA BHRE in
other fora

Celine da Graça Pires (2025): “Stakeholder Consultation Under the
French Duty of Vigilance Law: Bridging the Gap with International
Standards” in Business and Human Rights Journal blog.

Schönfelder, Daniel et. al. (2025): Omnibus I – Simplification or
Deregulation? A Critical Analysis and Recommendations from
Practice.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/celine-da-graca-pires/
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MTYmZD1rM2U0czZt.XfzIMzVj170jewfbamuw9sQFdJACBOID_GEhT738HNA
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MTYmZD1rM2U0czZt.XfzIMzVj170jewfbamuw9sQFdJACBOID_GEhT738HNA
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MTYmZD1rM2U0czZt.XfzIMzVj170jewfbamuw9sQFdJACBOID_GEhT738HNA
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MTcmZD1iNGYwZDhz.72Ggta3b-kiYqfDKd8pvvXCPnKZ0PUtAVLdZParqIP4
https://www.responsiblecontracting.org/daniel-schonfelder
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/omnibus-i-simplification-or-deregulation-a-critical-analysis-and-recommendations-from-practice/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/omnibus-i-simplification-or-deregulation-a-critical-analysis-and-recommendations-from-practice/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/omnibus-i-simplification-or-deregulation-a-critical-analysis-and-recommendations-from-practice/


EVENTS ORGANISED BY THE NOVA
BHRE

In 2025, the NOVA BHRE organized its 5th Annual Conference, in the
form of a workshop for policymakers on the topic: "Transposing the
CSDDD - Navigating Legal Uncertainties amidst the Omnibus
proposal and Implementation Challenges". The workshop was
organised in partnership with BIICL and KU Leuven and welcomed 20
policymakers from 9 countries and over 30 experts from 15 countries
across 5 continents, with discussions directly informing the development
of a series of publicly available policy briefs.



DISSEMINATION ACTIVITIES
Podcasts

Since the creation of the NOVA BHRE, 38 episodes of the NOVA
BHRE Podcast have been recorded in four languages, 8 of which were

recorded in 2025:

Episode 31 - “Impacto do Mercado Agrobioquímico nos Direitos Humanos”
with Ana Luiza Gama.

Episode 32 - “Unpacking the European Commission's Omnibus Proposal”
with Heidi Hautala, Richard Gardiner and Claire Bright.

Episode 33 - “Os Planos de Ação Nacional sobre Empresas e Direitos
Humanos no Brasil” with Muriele Boscatto, Jânia Saldanha and Pedro
Witschoreck.

Episode 34 - “EU Omnibus Package: What the New Changes Mean for
Corporate Responsibility in the EU” with Lise Smit, Robert McCorquodale
and  Claire Bright.

Episode 35 - “Perspectives on the Omnibus Proposal: Lessons from
Norway and Germany” with Nicolas Bueno,  Cannelle Lavite and Claire
Bright.

Episode 36 - “The Enforcement Mechanisms in the Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive under the Omnibus Proposal” with
Daniel Schönfelder and Kristel Tonstad.

Episode 37 - “Perspectives on the Omnibus Proposal: Lessons from
Norway and Germany” with Daniel Schönfelder and Kristel Tonstad.

Episode 38 - “Human Rights vs Competitiveness” with Olena Uvarova and
Yann Wyss.
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Anaïs Tobalagba  presented her research on BHR litigation in the
Democratic Republic of Congo during a panel discussion on the "Impact
of Business and Human Rights Litigation: Transnational Perspectives"
organised by the Bonavero Institute of Human Rights at the Oxford Law
Faculty on 22 January 2025. 

Claire Bright participated in the online seminar organised by the Belgian
Taskforce on Sustainable Finance gathering representative of various
Belgian Ministries to discuss the European Commission's Omnibus
Proposal on 18 March 2025.

Conferences and Events

The members of the NOVA BHRE centre have presented in various
conferences, seminars, webinars and other events, including:

Claire Bright delivered a presentation on the issue of applicable law in
business and human rights claims on 5 May 2025, in a conference on
Business and Human Rights at the French Conseil d’État, organised by
Marie de Pinieux, François Trébulle, and Agnès Roblot-Troizier.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/anais-tobalagba/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/events/guest-lecture-on-the-csddd/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/events/guest-lecture-on-the-csddd/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/events/guest-lecture-on-the-csddd/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/events/guest-lecture-on-the-csddd/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/events/guest-lecture-on-the-csddd/
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MjImZD1yOGs2djVz.UBXjf_IGjzEti7T5iaGlHlL2VHGp0tm92GNFXo8mNcE
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MjMmZD13NGozdDll.sfZrZILmpL4xqNjxaURqViF2j8QiwX1uW3Fn1txRpfQ
https://click.mailerlite.com/link/c/YT0yNjY5OTE1MzExOTA1NDQ2MjI1JmM9cjJ4NyZiPTE0MTA4NDU5MjMmZD13NGozdDll.sfZrZILmpL4xqNjxaURqViF2j8QiwX1uW3Fn1txRpfQ
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/events/guest-lecture-on-the-csddd/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/events/guest-lecture-on-the-csddd/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/events/guest-lecture-on-the-csddd/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
https://www.pantheonsorbonne.fr/page-perso/marie-pinieux
https://www.pantheonsorbonne.fr/page-perso/Francois-Guy.Trebulle@
https://www.pantheonsorbonne.fr/page-perso/Agnes.Roblot-Troizier@


The NOVA BHRE participated in the conference “The Future of EU
Corporate Sustainability: A Compass to Navigate Uncertainty” on 7 May
2025, organised by Angelica Bonfati at the Università degli Studi di
Milano. The first panel featured presentations by Marco Fasciglione on the
context of the Omnibus Proposal; Claire Bright on the changing
paradigms between the CSDDD and the Omnibus Proposal; and Martijn
Scheltema on the role of contracts within the evolving legal framework to
ensure sustainable supply chains.

Laura Íñigo Álvarez delivered a presentation in May 2025 entitled
“Responsible Business Conduct in Conflict-Affected Areas: the Notion
of Heightened Human Rights Due Diligence” in the International
Conference “Desafíos Actuales en el Campo de Empresas y Derechos
Humanos, Geoeconomía y Geopolítica”, that was held at the University of
Seville under the direction of Prof. Carmen Márquez Carrasco and Prof.
Carlos Fernández Liesa. 

 Anaïs Tobalagba, Claire Bright and Céline da Graça Pires participated in
the I Congresso - Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG)
organised by Paulo Câmara and Ana Filipa Morais Antunes from the
Universidade Católica Portuguesa & Governance Lab, delivering three
presentations on 22-23 May 2025.
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Claire Bright, together with Chiara Macchi, spoke about “Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence and the Just Transition” on 10 September
2025, at the online workshop entitled “A Research Agenda for Corporate
Environmental Law” organized by Colin Mackie.

The NOVA BHRE took part in the online Workshop on “Fundamental
Rights and the EU Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Framework”,
hosted by Milieu Consulting on 11 September 2025.

Our Director, Claire Bright, in her capacity of Senior Advisor at the
Responsible Contracting Project, together with Sarah Dadush and Daniel
Schönfelder, delivered an interactive session on the key elements of
Responsible Contracting and its implementation in practice, as part of
the Shift Practice Group sessions of September and December 2025.

Laura Íñigo Álvarez participated as a speaker of the Regional seminar on
human rights and business in Latin America which took place in
Brasilia on 9 and 10 September.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/chiara-macchi/
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Laura Íñigo Álvarez participated in the workshop entitled “Democracy
and Rule of Law in South East Europe: Revisiting the Role of Non-State
Actors” that took place at the European Public Law Organization in
Athens on 26 September 2025. The workshop was convened by Dr.
Taygeti Michalakea.

Claire Bright, together with Nina Gardner, discussed how mandatory
human rights and environmental due diligence is unfolding in practice,
comparing and contrasting the EU and the US perspectives as well as the
financial sector perspective.

The NOVA BHRE contributed to Professor Marcia Narine Weldon’s
Business and Human Rights course together in September 2025.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/laura-inigo-alvarez/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/laura-inigo-alvarez/
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The NOVA BHRE took part in events hosted by the Centre for Human
Rights Erlangen‑Nürnberg (CHREN) at Friedrich‑Alexander‑Universität
Erlangen‑Nürnberg in October 2025.

NOVA BHRE Visiting Scholar Anaïs Tobalagba contributed to the Public
Roundtable on Human Rights and Environmental Due Diligence: New
Trends Around the Globe, organised by CHREN and convened by Almut
Schilling‑Vacaflor and Bruna Singh.

Associate Researcher of NOVA BHRE, Céline da Graça Pires, participated
in the conference of the International Doctorate Programme on Business
and Human Rights (IDP) titled “Shaping the Future of Business and
Human Rights”. She spoke on the second panel, “Global Norms, Local
Realities: The Influence, Adaptation and Transformation of Business and
Human Rights Norms.”
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The NOVA BHRE participated in a webinar on The State of Play for
Human Rights Due Diligence: Navigating the Omnibus Proposal
Through the Lens of Mandatory HRDD Implementation Lessons,
organized by Rachel Chambers, director of the Business and Human
Rights Initiative at the University of Connecticut, on 1 October 2025.

The NOVA BHRE took part in a Business & Human Rights webinar co-
organized by the Japan Federation of Bar Associations and the
International Bar Association, on 6 October 2025. Our Director, Claire
Bright, shared insights on emerging issues in business and human rights
and highlighted best practices for human rights due diligence in supply
chains, including the role of contractual practices.

https://www.law.columbia.edu/faculty/rachel-chambers
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/


The NOVA BHRE took part in the Council of Europe roundtable on
Competitive Advantage for Businesses through Human Rights
Compliance, co-organised with CMS Francis Lefebvre Avocats, Marsh and
Alvarez & Marsal, on 2 October 2025. Claire Bright spoke on the second
panel moderated by Nicolas Tollet and Elena Yurkina alongside Boris
Verbrugge, Colin Johnson, and Nicolas Dzubanowski.

The NOVA BHRE participated in the webinar co-organised by PwC, Banco
BPI and OrseFrance, where the results of their third study “Baromètre
Achats Responsables” were presented on 15 October 2025.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
https://cms.law/en/fra/people/nicolas-tollet
https://fr.linkedin.com/in/elena-yurkina-a311971
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https://uk.linkedin.com/in/srcolinjohnson
https://www.marsh.com/en/services/environmental-risk/insights/pfas-risks-and-insurability-challenges.html


Laura Íñigo Álvarez participated in the workshop organized by the
Portuguese National Contact Point (NCP PT) for Responsible Business
Conduct on 23 October 2025, focused on Chapter VI – Environment of
the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.

Laura Íñigo Álvarez delivered the keynote speech at the Católica
Graduate Legal Research Conference at the Católica Research Centre
for the Future of Law in Lisbon, on 24 October 2025.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/laura-inigo-alvarez/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/laura-inigo-alvarez/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/laura-inigo-alvarez/


The NOVA BHRE was at the 14th UN Forum on Business and Human
Rights on November 2025.

Our Research Associate Céline Da Graca Pires launched the English
version of the "Business Practical Guide: Businesses – Affected
Communities, Adopting a Human Rights-based Approach to Meaningful
Engagement for Effective Impact Management" that she wrote for the
UN Global Compact Network France.

Our Research Associate Monica Ndoen spoke at a panel on "The critical
role of human rights defenders in seeking solutions to environmental
and social harms in the context of business activities".

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/celine-da-graca-pires/
https://iprights.org/team/monica-ndoen-3/


Our Director, Claire Bright, co-organized a panel: Beyond Compliance:
Addressing Implementation Gaps in Mandatory Human Rights and
Environmental Due Diligence in Western Europe and Others Group
States.

Monica Ndoen participated in COP30 on 10 November 2025, where she
actively contributed to negotiations and discussions concerning
Indigenous Peoples’ rights within the following key thematic areas: “Just
Transition Work Programme”, “Climate Finance and Land Rights”, “Fossil
Fuels”.

The NOVA BHRE joined the Academic Forum on Business and Human
Rights, hosted by the Council of Europe on December 2025. The webinar
brought together leading scholars and researchers to discuss how
evidence-based, on-the-ground research is essential for shaping effective
policy and ensuring meaningful implementation of human rights and
environmental due diligence.

Claire Bright, served on the jury for the PhD thesis defence of Daniel
Litwin on 9 December 2025 at the European University Institute, about
“Multinational Corporations and Economic Inequality: Rethinking
Corporate Governance and Human Rights.”

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
https://iprights.org/team/monica-ndoen-3/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/


Laura Íñigo Álvarez participated as a speaker in the Congresso
Internacional dos Direitos Humanos: ‘Empresas e Direitos Humanos. A
Responsabilidade Social das Empresas é Só Criar Lucro?’ organised by
Escola de Direito da Universidade do Minho and Centro de Investigação
em Justiça e Governação (JusGov) on December 2025. Her presentantion
was entitled ‘A Diretiva Europeia sobre o dever de diligência em matéria
de sustentabilidade (CSDDD): entre o compromisso e a ambição’
addressing the current state of the CSDDD and the future steps.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/laura-inigo-alvarez/


Guest Lectures

Anaïs Tobalagba delivered a guest lecture at the NOVA School of
Business and Economics on the 27th of February 2025, on how the
business and human rights multi-stakeholder ecosystem help drive
positive human rights change in the most complex and relevant supply
chains of modern times in the framework of the course on Responsibility
and Ethics of Business organized by Alison Holm.

Professor Björn Fasterling, Visiting Scholar at the NOVA BHRE, delivered a
very insightful guest lecture on Human Rights Due Diligence and
Technology to the Master’s students in the Business, Human Rights and
Sustainability course taught by Claire Bright.

Salah Husseini delivered a guest lecture, as part of Professor Claire
Bright’s module on Business, Human Rights and the Environment. Salah
shared practical insights on carrying out human-rights impact
assessments and took us step-by-step through how organisations can
identify, assess and manage their human-rights impacts in practice.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/anais-tobalagba/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/alison-holm/
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Guest Lectures

Ana Duarte Santos delivered a guest lecture on the private international
law dimensions of cross-border claims involving corporate-related human
rights harms at Claire Bright's Private International Law class. The session
offered valuable insights into jurisdiction, applicable law, and the
challenges that arise when human rights impacts span multiple legal
systems. It was an excellent opportunity for students to explore how
private international law interacts with the evolving landscape of business
and human rights.

Angelica Bonfanti delivered a guest lecture on “Corporate Accountability
in Armed Conflicts: Challenges, Risks and Responsibilities” as part of
Professor Laura Íñigo Álvarez’s PhD course on Law, Politics and Security.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/ana-carina-duarte/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/claire-bright/
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Guest Lectures

The NOVA BHRE welcomed the team of the Portuguese OECD National
Contact Point on Responsible Business Conduct for a mock mediation
of specific instances involving allegations of non-observance of the OECD
Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises on Responsible Business
Conduct. This engaging session offered an excellent opportunity to
explore practical approaches to special instances related to responsible
business conduct and to deepen our understanding of mediation
processes under the OECD Guidelines.

The NOVA BHRE PhD Researcher Luiza Rocha delivered two insightful
classes on how Private International Law is increasingly engaged in
addressing environmental and climate-related human rights harms,
exploring the following themes: how PIL applies to transnational
environmental disputes; and the evolution from soft-law principles to
binding corporate duties on climate and environmental due diligence.

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/team/luiza-rocha/


SPONSORS AND PARTNERS
The activities of NOVA BHRE are carried out with the valued and

much-appreciated support of:

PLMJ is a top tier Portuguese law firm with over 400 people which is
committed to accompanying the paradigm shift in the way business
is done.

PLMJ has an ethical approach to business, which was developed a
long time ago, which transpires throughout its relationships with
clients, people and the environment.

The NOVA BHRE is part of CEDIS – Research & Development Centre
on Law and Society, the Research Unit of NOVA School of Law,
Universidade NOVA de Lisboa.

CEDIS is funded by FCT, I.P. (Foundation for Science and Technology,
Public Institute), through national funds from the Portuguese
Ministry of Science, Technology and Higher Education, under
projects UIDB/00714/2020 and UIDP/00714/2020.



Throughout 2025, the NOVA BHRE and its members actively
collaborated with a range of policymakers, international
institutions, and companies on various aspects of human rights
and environmental due diligence, as well as related regulatory
developments, including:



CONCLUSION

The Centre extends its sincere thanks to all NOVA BHRE members,
sponsors, partners, and collaborators for their commitment, trust,
and contributions to an exceptionally productive year.

As the African proverb reminds us, “If you want to go fast, go
alone; if you want to go far, go together.”

It is precisely this spirit of collaboration that continues to drive our
work and amplify our collective impact.

We look forward with confidence and enthusiasm to building on
this momentum together as we move towards 2026.
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