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In March, the NOVA BHRE was delighted to receive Professor Errol Mendes as a
visiting scholar. On the 2lst of March 2024, in the SPEED Lunch Seminar we
welcomed Professor Errol Mendes who presented on the topic 'Moving From
Promoting Soft Law Regarding Business and Human Rights in the UN to an Advocate
to Hard Law in the Canadian Court! followed by a discussion from the panel
composed of Gianluca Parolin, Anais Tobalagba and Claire Bright and Helena Pereira
de Melo as the moderator.
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SPEED Lunch Seminar

Moving From Promoting Soft Law Regarding
Business and Human Rights in the UN to an
Advocate for Hard Law in the Canadian Supreme
Court

21 March 2024 (Thursday, 12h30-14h00)

Scientific Council Room and online on Zoom

Speaker:
Errol P. Mendes

Professor of Law, University of Ottawa

Discussants:

Claire Bright

Associate Professor, NOVA School of Law
Gianluca Parolin

Professor of Law, Aga Khan University

MODERATOR:
Helena Pereira de Melo
Associate Professor with Agregacao, NOVA School of Law

Coordinators: Veronica Corcodel, Nausica Palazzo
Contact: speeden.doutoramento@novalaw.unl.pt

SPEED Lunch seminars are funded by national funds through FCT - Fundagcdo para a Ciénciae a
Tecnologia, . P, within the scope of the project UIDB/D0714/2020. Lunch is provided.
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On the 19th of March 2024, Professor Errol Mendes delivered a guest lecture to the
students of the course on Business, Human Rights and Sustainability, sharing his
experience as the author of the Human Rights Chapter of the UN Clobal Compact
and analysing the discussions around the binding Treaty on Business and Human
Rights.



On the 131" of March 2024, the NOVA BHRE presented the preliminary findings of the
report co-authored by Claire Bright and Luca Tenreira on the evolution of corporate
practices and policies before and after the French Duty of Vigilance Law was
introduced.

This report, part of the project led by BIICL 'ldentifying and Comparing Impacts of
MHREDD Legal Models on Internal Corporate Practice!, aims at producing evidence of
internal corporate responses to MHREDD legal models, to inform the design and
implementation of more effective mMHREDD laws. The presentation took place as part
of the Roundtable on /Impacts on human rights due diligence laws on internal
corporate practice, organised by the British Institute on International and
Comparative Law.




On the 12th of March the NOVA BHRE participated in the HRDD Forum organised by
the British Institute on International and Comparative Law on the Future of the EU
Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive - different possible scenarios, as
Claire Bright shared the panel with Andrea Rumkorf (Westfalische Hochschule) and
Lise Smit (Norton Rose Fulbright) discussing the positions of the various member
States, and in particular France, GCermany and Italy, in the recent debates and
lobbying in relation to the latest votes on the CSDDD.

HRDD Forum: The future of the EU
Corporate Sustainability Due diligence
Directive - different possible scenarios

At this roundtable, legal experts in different jurisdictions will discuss

the impacts of the CSDDD on the French duty of vigilance law, on the
German due diligence in supply chain act ...

Business and Human Rights

On the 12th of March 2024, Claire Bright delivered an online guest lecture introducing
the topic of Business and Human Rights to the students of the Master on Global
Economics and Social Affairs of the University Ca' Foscari in Venice.

On the 6-8th of March 2024, the NOVA BHRE participated in the Themis Seminar on
the Social Responsibility of Lawyers in the Global Context at the Bocconi University in
Milan as Claire Bright delivered a presentation focusing on the role and responsibility
of lawyers in light of the changing landscape on Business and Human Rights.


https://www.biicl.org/events/11841/hrdd-forum-the-future-of-the-eu-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-directive-different-possible-scenarios

The project 'Decoding Sustainable Finance' coordinated by the NOVA BHRE and led
by Dussu Djabula, Raguel Burgoa Dias and Joao Maria Botelho has received the
Entrepreneurship and Financial Literacy Award by Fundacao Santander Portugal. The
project was carried out in the framework of the activities of the NOVA Centre on
Business, Human Rights and the Environment and the podcast episodes can be
accessed here.

FINANCIAL LITERACY ENTREPREMELIRSHIP + DECODING SUSTAINABLE FINANCE
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DECODING SUSTAINABLE FINANCE PROJECT

THE PROJECT DECODING SUSTAINABLE FINANCE (DSF) 154 SIX EPISODE PODCAST SERES ADDRESSING SUSTAINABLE
FINANCE FROM A MULTISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVE, THROUGH THE FOLLOWING EFISCOES:

EPISODE 1: FINANCE, INVESTING AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
EPISODE 2: THE GREEN TAXONOMY
EPISODE 3: CLIMATE TRANSITION AND PHYSICAL RISK
EPISODE 4: SUSTAINABLE FINANCE AND FINTECH
EPISODE 5. CUM!TE JUSTI:E
EDEVELOPMENT

@) +information at the NSL Website

BLOGC POSTS

00 Ana Santos Duarte, "Diretiva relativa ao Dever de Diligéncia das Empresas em
matéria de Sustentabilidade: E o fim do inicio?" March 2024

00 Stéphane Brabant, Claire Bright, Luca Tenreira, "Entreprises, droits humains et
environnement : I'Union européenne consacre 25 ans de (r)évolution du droit" March
2024



https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/projects/decoding-sustainable-finance/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/diretiva-relativa-ao-dever-de-diligencia-das-empresas-em-materia-de-sustentabilidade-e-o-fim-do-inicio/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/entreprises-droits-humains-et-environnement-lunion-europeenne-consacre-25-ans-de-revolution-du-droit-2/

00 Luis Prata e Castro, "Proibicdo de Produtos Fabricados com Trabalho Forcado: due
diligence de trabalho forcado como um novo standard?" March 2024

BHR lawyers and practitioners call for support for the Belgium compromise on the
CSDDD, March 2024

ARTICLES

00 Claire Bright and Ana Santos Duarte: "O Compromisso Empresarial com a
Sustentabilidade: Desafios e Oportunidades', Vida Judiciaria, 23-25, March 2024
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CALL FOR PAPERS

Participation in the Il research workshop is encouraged. Articles are to be submitted
by the 14th of April 2024 (in ENG, ESP or PT). More information here.


https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/proibicao-de-produtos-fabricados-com-trabalho-forcado-due-diligence-de-trabalho-forcado-como-um-novo-standard/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/bhr-lawyers-and-practitioners-call-for-support-for-the-belgium-compromise-on-the-csddd/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/publications/o-compromisso-empresarial-com-a-sustentabilidade-desafios-e-oportunidades/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/projects/access-to-justice-in-the-context-of-corporate-abuses-litigation-as-a-strategy-of-resistance-and-empowerment-of-victims-accjustedh/

CALL FOR Il RESEARCH WORKSHOP ON BUSINESS
PAPERS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

17 JUNE 2024 - UNIVERSITAT JAUME | (CASTELLON)

IMPORTANT DATES
—o ® ® ® *—
20/02/24 14/04/2024 20/04/2024 17/06/2024 11/2024
Date of Deadline for Communication Research Submission of full
publication of submission of accepted workshop papers for
the call contributions publication
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