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In March, the NOVA BHRE was delighted to receive Professor Errol Mendes as a

visiting scholar. On the 21st of March 2024, in the SPEED Lunch Seminar we

welcomed Professor Errol Mendes who presented on the topic 'Moving From

Promoting Soft Law Regarding Business and Human Rights in the UN to an Advocate

to Hard Law in the Canadian Court', followed by a discussion from the panel

composed of Gianluca Parolin, Anaïs Tobalagba and Claire Bright and Helena Pereira

de Melo as the moderator.

On the 19th of March 2024, Professor Errol Mendes delivered a guest lecture to the

students of the course on Business, Human Rights and Sustainability, sharing his

experience as the author of the Human Rights Chapter of the UN Global Compact

and analysing the discussions around the binding Treaty on Business and Human

Rights.



On the 13th of March 2024, the NOVA BHRE presented the preliminary �ndings of the

report co-authored by Claire Bright and Luca Tenreira on the evolution of corporate

practices and policies before and after the French Duty of Vigilance Law was

introduced.

This report, part of the project led by BIICL 'Identifying and Comparing Impacts of

mHREDD Legal Models on Internal Corporate Practice', aims at producing evidence of

internal corporate responses to mHREDD legal models, to inform the design and

implementation of more effective mHREDD laws. The presentation took place as part

of the Roundtable on Impacts on human rights due diligence laws on internal

corporate practice, organised by the British Institute on International and

Comparative Law.



On the 12th of March the NOVA BHRE participated in the HRDD Forum organised by

the British Institute on International and Comparative Law on the Future of the EU

Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive - different possible scenarios, as

Claire Bright shared the panel with Andrea Rümkorf (Westfälische Hochschule) and

Lise Smit (Norton Rose Fulbright) discussing the positions of the various member

States, and in particular France, Germany and Italy, in the recent debates and

lobbying in relation to the latest votes on the CSDDD.

On the 12th of March 2024, Claire Bright delivered an online guest lecture introducing

the topic of Business and Human Rights to the students of the Master on Global

Economics and Social Affairs of the University Ca' Foscari in Venice.

On the 6-8th of March 2024, the NOVA BHRE participated in the Themis Seminar on

the Social Responsibility of Lawyers in the Global Context at the Bocconi University in

Milan as Claire Bright delivered a presentation focusing on the role and responsibility

of lawyers in light of the changing landscape on Business and Human Rights.

https://www.biicl.org/events/11841/hrdd-forum-the-future-of-the-eu-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-directive-different-possible-scenarios


The project 'Decoding Sustainable Finance' coordinated by the NOVA BHRE and  led

by Dussu Djabula, Raquel Burgoa Dias and João Maria Botelho has received the

Entrepreneurship and Financial Literacy Award by Fundação Santander Portugal. The

project was carried out in the framework of the activities of the NOVA Centre on

Business, Human Rights and the Environment and the podcast episodes can be

accessed here.

BLOG POSTS

� �  Ana Santos Duarte, "Diretiva relativa ao Dever de Diligência das Empresas em

matéria de Sustentabilidade: É o fim do início?", March 2024

� �  Stéphane Brabant, Claire Bright, Luca Tenreira, "Entreprises, droits humains et

environnement : l’Union européenne consacre 25 ans de (r)évolution du droit", March

2024

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/projects/decoding-sustainable-finance/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/diretiva-relativa-ao-dever-de-diligencia-das-empresas-em-materia-de-sustentabilidade-e-o-fim-do-inicio/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/entreprises-droits-humains-et-environnement-lunion-europeenne-consacre-25-ans-de-revolution-du-droit-2/


��  Luís Prata e Castro, "Proibição de Produtos Fabricados com Trabalho Forçado: due

diligence de trabalho forçado como um novo standard?", March 2024

BHR lawyers and practitioners call for support for the Belgium compromise on the

CSDDD, March 2024

ARTICLES

� �  Claire Bright and Ana Santos Duarte: "O Compromisso Empresarial com a

Sustentabilidade: Desafios e Oportunidades", Vida Judiciária, 23-25, March 2024

CALL FOR PAPERS

Participation in the II research workshop is encouraged. Articles are to be submitted

by the 14th of April 2024 (in ENG, ESP or PT). More information here. 

https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/proibicao-de-produtos-fabricados-com-trabalho-forcado-due-diligence-de-trabalho-forcado-como-um-novo-standard/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/bhr-lawyers-and-practitioners-call-for-support-for-the-belgium-compromise-on-the-csddd/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/publications/o-compromisso-empresarial-com-a-sustentabilidade-desafios-e-oportunidades/
https://novabhre.novalaw.unl.pt/projects/access-to-justice-in-the-context-of-corporate-abuses-litigation-as-a-strategy-of-resistance-and-empowerment-of-victims-accjustedh/
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